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GMSW Parents/Guardians,  
 
My name is Aaron Winner, the new Principal at GMSW. It is my privilege and honor to return to GMSW 
as the building principal. I would like to begin by thanking the Board of Education and Mr. Schmidt for all 
of their support throughout the hiring process. I would also like to thank Dr. Lewis and Ms. LaBarre for 
all that they have done for the staff, students and West community. Lastly, I would like to thank the 
many community members, former/current students and the many great Gahanna colleagues for their 
support and encouragement as I transition back "home" to GMSW. I spent five years teaching at 
Gahanna Middle School West (2004 - 2009), four years as an assistant principal at Gahanna Middle 
School South (2009 - 2013), one year as an assistant principal at Gahanna Lincoln High School (2013 - 
2014) and one year as the freshman administrator at Gahanna Lincoln High School (2014 - 2015). I truly 
appreciated all of my years at GMSW and am extremely excited to be a part of the "West Family" again!  
 
My main goal is to ensure that every student is provided the highest quality education possible in a safe, 
supportive and caring learning environment. Working TOGETHER as a TEAM, we will be committed to 
helping each child achieve their very best! I am very passionate about the middle school years. Most of 
my teaching and administrative experiences have been with students and staff of this age group. This is 
an important and critical time of transition – moving from the elementary experience and preparing for 
the bigger challenge of high school.  
 
As stated above, I look forward to working TOGETHER with all of you as we move into the 15/16 school 
year. Yes, there will be challenges. However, we will work through them as a TEAM all while doing what 
is BEST for our students, the district and the Gahanna community! Please feel free to call/email me 
anytime if I can be of assistance as we transition into a new school year with many new faces. Lastly, 
please view the documents (attached or online) that contain a variety of important information 
pertaining to schedule pick-up, Home Access, open house, school pictures, supply lists, etc.  
 
Thanks again and I look forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday, August 4th, at schedule pickup.  
 
Aaron Winner  
 
Principal  
Gahanna Middle School West  
Direct: (614) 478-5570  
winnera@gjps.org  
Twitter: @Aaron_Winner  
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